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HARVARD — Somehow, history is a lot more
fun to learn for one Harvard man when he’s led
to it by a hand-held global positioning system
unit. 

Too bad Dick Kloke, 63, didn’t have one of
those back in high school.

“American history I liked, but world history
sucked, as far as I was concerned. I didn’t care
about Macbeth and the Romans and all that
stuff,” he said. “But, history was never this much
fun when I was in school, I don’t think.”

Six years ago, Kloke took up geocaching by
borrowing a GPS from a neighbor and teaching
himself to plug in coordinates. Several of the first

caches — small containers with log sheets, hid-
den at specific geographic coordinates — he
found were placed there for historical reasons.
Anyone can place a cache box, so three Nebraska
teachers calling themselves The Three Amigos
hid several along the Missouri River during the
Lewis and Clark Expedition’s bicentennial year.

The teachers called these the Private Shannon
caches, in honor of a member of Lewis and
Clark’s party.

Kloke had business in Sioux City during that
time anyway, so he left Harvard early and left
plenty of time for tracking down the caches.
Each marker was placed along the expedition’s
trail and had a totem pole next to it.
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IMPAIRED DRIVERS

WASHINGTON — A govern-
ment study says the number of driv-
ers found with blood-alcohol levels
above the legal limit has declined
sharply during the past 30 years.

A roadside survey released
Monday by the National Highway

Traffic Safety Administration found
that 2.2 percent of drivers had
blood-alcohol levels of 0.08 or
higher in 2007. That’s a steep
decline compared with 1973, when
7.5 percent of the drivers surveyed
were legally intoxicated.

A separate government survey

found that about 16 percent of
nighttime weekend drivers tested
positive for drugs — about half of
them for marijuana.

Researchers said the presence of
drugs can remain in a driver’s sys-
tem for weeks.

The Associated Press
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WORKSHOP AT PRAIRIE LOFT
HIGHLIGHTS NEW BEE HIVES

CHARIS UBBEN
cubben@hastingstribune.com

H
ow to best interact with honeybees and to
collect their honey was the focus of a work-
shop at Prairie Loft Center for Outdoor and
Agricultural Learning Monday evening.
Three bee hives have been placed on the

Prairie Loft grounds since May.
Dan Deffenbaugh, associate professor of religion at

Hastings College, led the workshop. Deffenbaugh is rela-
tively new to caring for honeybees, but was recently able
to secure funding to start up a social entrepreneurship
beekeeping program at Prairie Loft. 

Funding came through HC, using a grant from the
Kemper Foundation. The project received $1,500 of the
grant, part of which Deffenbaugh used to purchase bees
and hive boxes. The remainder he wants to spend on a
high-grade honey extractor, which uses centrifugal
motion to spin honey out of the comb.

“I’d like to buy a fairly nice extractor and then make it
available to people,” Deffenbaugh told workshop partici-
pants. 

Participants included Prairie Loft Director Amy
Sandeen, University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension

DECISION CARRIES
$670,000 PRICE TAG

SHAY BURK 
sburk@hastingstribune.com

The Hastings City Council unani-
mously approved the purchase of a
$670,000 fire truck after hearing an in-
depth presentation Monday from
members of the fire department. 

The truck being purchased is a 2008
Quint fire truck, which features a
pump, water tank, ground ladder and

hose beds, in addition to an aerial lad-
der apparatus. It will be purchased
from the lowest bid-
der, Smeal Fire
Apparatus of Snyder. 

“These trucks are
very difficult to deal
with because they are
really expensive,” said
Councilman Phil
Odom.

He said fire trucks, ambulances and
police cars are all vehicles people never

want to see. But when they need them,
Odom said, people want the best
equipment to be there as quickly as
possible. 

“It’s something tough politically, but
it’s something we need to do,” he said
of buying the truck. 

Before the council began discussion
on the matter, former Hastings Fire
Chief J.C. Mitera spoke during the pub-
lic comment portion of the meeting to
share his concerns about the purchase
of the new truck. 

He suggested the funds should be
used to hire more firefighters to fill
empty positions within the department. 

Fire Chief Kent Gilbert addressed
many of Mitera’s concerns during his
presentation to the council. Gilbert said
he was proud of his force, which includes
some experienced firefighters who help
to protect the city, and that empty posi-
tions don’t need to be filled right now. 

Gilbert also responded to Mitera’s
questions about why the city needed a
Quint, which is a much larger truck

with a hefty price tag. 
“There’s been serious growth in

Hastings. People say it’s the same old
Hastings, but it’s not,” Gilbert said. 

He displayed a map of the city,
including the additions to its northern
boundaries, such as the Lochland
Sanitary Improvement District, Thom
Subdivision and other areas. The map
also indicated areas outside of city lim-
its in which aid is offered to rural fire
districts.

Council approves purchase of new fire truck

ERIKA SHEA/Tribune

Dan Deffenbaugh (right) shows a group two bee hives
at the Prairie Loft Center Monday evening.

Buzzing
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Dan Deffenbaugh shows part of a hive during a workshop on bee keeping at the Prairie Loft
Center Monday. 
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CHARIS UBBEN
cubben@hastingstribune.com

Properties misplaced under an
interlocal agreement caused the
Hastings Public School District
to collect the
revenue from
the taxes paid
instead of
Adams Central
over the past
five years. 

As a result,
the Adams
Central Board of Education voted
Monday to move forward with
reclaiming the land via an order to
the Adams County Assessor’s
Office. The properties in question
are in the Cimarron Meadows
Second Addition, 24.8 acres in size,
and the Eastridge Meadows
Second Addition, four acres in size. 

“Probably the biggest proper-
ty that was wrongly placed was
Wal-Mart. So, you’re dealing
with a pretty big entity here,”
Adams Central Superintendent
Shawn Scott said. 

Scott said that the eastern
portion of the Wal-Mart store
and its parking lot is in the HPS
district, while the majority of
the store itself, toward the west,
belongs to AC.

The AC board has been dis-
cussing the matter since
January, Scott said, and he has
been working with HPS
Superintendent Craig Kautz
about how to fix the problem.
Scott credited Kautz and other
HPS administrators for working
hard to rectify the situation.

BRENT McCOWN/Tribune

Dick Kloke stands in front of the monument erected in memory of the
Unknown Dead from the Civil War at the Harvard cemetery Monday. Kloke
loves history and is researching civil war graves in the cemetery. 

FACES OF TRIBLAND: Dick Kloke

Editor’s note:
This is part of an
ongoing series
that profiles peo-
ple within
Tribland. To sub-
mit ideas, con-
tact news direc-
tor Deann
Stumpe at 402-
461-1252 or trib-
une@hastingstri
bune.com.
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to it by a hand-held global positioning system
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“American history I liked, but world history
sucked, as far as I was concerned. I didn’t care
about Macbeth and the Romans and all that
stuff,” he said. “But, history was never this much
fun when I was in school, I don’t think.”

Six years ago, Kloke took up geocaching by
borrowing a GPS from a neighbor and teaching
himself to plug in coordinates. Several of the first

caches — small containers with log sheets, hid-
den at specific geographic coordinates — he
found were placed there for historical reasons.
Anyone can place a cache box, so three Nebraska
teachers calling themselves The Three Amigos
hid several along the Missouri River during the
Lewis and Clark Expedition’s bicentennial year.

The teachers called these the Private Shannon
caches, in honor of a member of Lewis and
Clark’s party.

Kloke had business in Sioux City during that
time anyway, so he left Harvard early and left
plenty of time for tracking down the caches.
Each marker was placed along the expedition’s
trail and had a totem pole next to it.
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ers found with blood-alcohol levels
above the legal limit has declined
sharply during the past 30 years.

A roadside survey released
Monday by the National Highway

Traffic Safety Administration found
that 2.2 percent of drivers had
blood-alcohol levels of 0.08 or
higher in 2007. That’s a steep
decline compared with 1973, when
7.5 percent of the drivers surveyed
were legally intoxicated.

A separate government survey

found that about 16 percent of
nighttime weekend drivers tested
positive for drugs — about half of
them for marijuana.

Researchers said the presence of
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H
ow to best interact with honeybees and to
collect their honey was the focus of a work-
shop at Prairie Loft Center for Outdoor and
Agricultural Learning Monday evening.
Three bee hives have been placed on the

Prairie Loft grounds since May.
Dan Deffenbaugh, associate professor of religion at

Hastings College, led the workshop. Deffenbaugh is rela-
tively new to caring for honeybees, but was recently able
to secure funding to start up a social entrepreneurship
beekeeping program at Prairie Loft. 

Funding came through HC, using a grant from the
Kemper Foundation. The project received $1,500 of the
grant, part of which Deffenbaugh used to purchase bees
and hive boxes. The remainder he wants to spend on a
high-grade honey extractor, which uses centrifugal
motion to spin honey out of the comb.

“I’d like to buy a fairly nice extractor and then make it
available to people,” Deffenbaugh told workshop partici-
pants. 

Participants included Prairie Loft Director Amy
Sandeen, University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension
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The Hastings City Council unani-
mously approved the purchase of a
$670,000 fire truck after hearing an in-
depth presentation Monday from
members of the fire department. 

The truck being purchased is a 2008
Quint fire truck, which features a
pump, water tank, ground ladder and

hose beds, in addition to an aerial lad-
der apparatus. It will be purchased
from the lowest bid-
der, Smeal Fire
Apparatus of Snyder. 

“These trucks are
very difficult to deal
with because they are
really expensive,” said
Councilman Phil
Odom.

He said fire trucks, ambulances and
police cars are all vehicles people never

want to see. But when they need them,
Odom said, people want the best
equipment to be there as quickly as
possible. 

“It’s something tough politically, but
it’s something we need to do,” he said
of buying the truck. 

Before the council began discussion
on the matter, former Hastings Fire
Chief J.C. Mitera spoke during the pub-
lic comment portion of the meeting to
share his concerns about the purchase
of the new truck. 

He suggested the funds should be
used to hire more firefighters to fill
empty positions within the department. 

Fire Chief Kent Gilbert addressed
many of Mitera’s concerns during his
presentation to the council. Gilbert said
he was proud of his force, which includes
some experienced firefighters who help
to protect the city, and that empty posi-
tions don’t need to be filled right now. 

Gilbert also responded to Mitera’s
questions about why the city needed a
Quint, which is a much larger truck

with a hefty price tag. 
“There’s been serious growth in

Hastings. People say it’s the same old
Hastings, but it’s not,” Gilbert said. 

He displayed a map of the city,
including the additions to its northern
boundaries, such as the Lochland
Sanitary Improvement District, Thom
Subdivision and other areas. The map
also indicated areas outside of city lim-
its in which aid is offered to rural fire
districts.

Council approves purchase of new fire truck
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Dan Deffenbaugh (right) shows a group two bee hives
at the Prairie Loft Center Monday evening.
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Dan Deffenbaugh shows part of a hive during a workshop on bee keeping at the Prairie Loft
Center Monday. 

Land
misplaced
under
interlocal
agreement

CHARIS UBBEN
cubben@hastingstribune.com

Properties misplaced under an
interlocal agreement caused the
Hastings Public School District
to collect the
revenue from
the taxes paid
instead of
Adams Central
over the past
five years. 

As a result,
the Adams
Central Board of Education voted
Monday to move forward with
reclaiming the land via an order to
the Adams County Assessor’s
Office. The properties in question
are in the Cimarron Meadows
Second Addition, 24.8 acres in size,
and the Eastridge Meadows
Second Addition, four acres in size. 

“Probably the biggest proper-
ty that was wrongly placed was
Wal-Mart. So, you’re dealing
with a pretty big entity here,”
Adams Central Superintendent
Shawn Scott said. 

Scott said that the eastern
portion of the Wal-Mart store
and its parking lot is in the HPS
district, while the majority of
the store itself, toward the west,
belongs to AC.

The AC board has been dis-
cussing the matter since
January, Scott said, and he has
been working with HPS
Superintendent Craig Kautz
about how to fix the problem.
Scott credited Kautz and other
HPS administrators for working
hard to rectify the situation.
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Dick Kloke stands in front of the monument erected in memory of the
Unknown Dead from the Civil War at the Harvard cemetery Monday. Kloke
loves history and is researching civil war graves in the cemetery. 
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hard to rectify the situation.
AC board member Dave Lynn asked if this

meant AC would recoup the property tax
money that had been paid over the past five
years.

“That’s probably one thing that we have to talk
about, if, when and how much we are going to
ask for back from Hastings Public Schools,” Scott
said. “I’m guessing this is somewhere between
$60,000 and $120,000 that is owed back to this
district.”

The amount would need to be adjusted from
the HPS levy rate to the AC levy rate, he said. 

In an interview after the meeting, Scott said he
was unsure if taxpayers living within the two
affected areas would receive money back for any
amount they have paid extra in the past five years
because of the difference in the levy rate between

the two districts. That likely would have to be set-
tled between the property owner and the asses-
sor’s office, he said.

AC board members also said they wanted to
make sure that other property had not been
misplaced under the interlocal agreement. They
asked Scott to bring cost estimates for an
abstract or title company to the August board
meeting. 

Scott said HPS may be willing to pay half the
cost of such a company to research all areas affect-
ed by the interlocal agreement, making sure that
no more property has been misplaced. 

“This is probably unfortunate for Hastings
Public,” Scott said. “But you know what? With
this abstract company, there’s nothing that says
it might not be the other way and then the shoe’s
on the other foot down the line. But the thing is,
it needs to be done right.”

Educator Ron Seymour and four Hastings residents. 
Extractors cost several hundred dollars, he said. Providing

one that bee keepers in the community could use would be
part of the social entrepreneurship element of the program.
That way, groups or individuals in the community would
only need to purchase beehive kits and bees to get started
making their own honey.

“So, it makes it easy to get into beekeeping, because your
initial investment would be fairly cheap,” he said.

Deffenbaugh told workshop participants that only
.000001 percent of U.S. residents are beekeepers. The activ-
ity seems to not appeal to the American mindset of indi-
viduality, he said. Bees shouldn’t be thought of as individ-
uals, but as a group.

“They’re not 10,000 individuals, it is a colony. It is an
organism of itself,” he said. “You kind of have to just listen
and watch and see what they’re doing.”

Deffenbaugh relayed some of the adventures he’s had in
beekeeping since starting the hives at Prairie Loft. He started
out with two hives, he said, but both swarmed. Swarming
happens when bees find that they will not have room in the
hive to place both brood — developing bees — and honey.
The bees decide to split, sending half out to find a new hive.

Deffenbaugh was able to catch one set of his bees after
they swarmed, he said, and created the third hive for
them. However, beekeepers can prevent losing their bees to
a swarm by supplying them with empty frames in which
to store brood and honey. 

Deffenbaugh showed his class a frame, which is a plastic
tray, covered in a thin layer of beeswax and framed by wood,
that bee keepers place inside their hives. Beehives usually have
several boxes. The bottom becomes the brood box, where the
queen bee stays to lay her eggs, and the higher, or “honey
super” boxes are where worker bees store their honey.

After some discussion, Deffenbaugh led workshop partic-
ipants out to see the hives at Prairie Loft. One hive, con-
taining 10 frames, is now full of honey and weighs about
80 pounds, he said. 

Currently Deffenbaugh is the only one to care for the
hives at Prairie Loft, he said, but he wouldn’t mind sharing
that responsibility with another beekeeper.
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 Parade

 We will be serving hot dogs, chips and drinks at 11:00 a.m.
 for all parade participants  Compliments of Russ’s Market.

 Music, games and prizes will follow lunch until 12:00 p.m.
 on the west side of Russ’s IGA.

 Saturday, July 18
 10:00 a.m.

 Bring the kids and have fun. More than 60 entries to enjoy!
 ENTRY FORM

 REGISTRATION BEGINS: 9:00 A.M. at City Parking Lot, 3rd & Denver
 PARADE BEGINS: 10:00 A.M.
 Name   Address
 City, State & Zip   Phone 
 TYPE OF ENTRY (Please check one)

  1. Antique Car: Model   Year   Make 
 Open   Closed 

  2. Antique Tractor or Machinery: Model   Year   Make 
  3. Horse Buggies & Wagons (specify breed/make) 
  4. Horse Entry 
   5. Floats and other (specify theme and/or name of organization)

 Preregister by mailing form to:  Adams County Fair
 947 South Baltimore Avenue
 Hastings, NE 68901
 402-462-3247

 GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.

 LIVE  UNITED

And as for the truck itself, Gilbert said Engine
5, which is being replaced by the Quint, was
built in 1977. If it was a car, he said it would
qualify for antique plates. 

Lt. Todd Brehm also spoke to the council,
addressing the need for the Quint. In the past,
he said, firefighters fought predictable fires in
simple situations, like wooden structures with
few contents. 

Today, he said, homes are filled with petroleum
byproducts in everything from plastic toys to
household paints and even the carpet you walk on. 

Those things, Brehm said, make fires much

more dangerous and unpredictable. 
That’s why having the foam and the aerial

ladder make fighting some of these fires safer.
The foam is used to smother the petroleum
byproducts while the ladders can lift the fire-
fighters up above the fire to fight it. 

Gilbert reminded the council why there is
such a need for good equipment by flashing a
dozen photos of the old Uerling’s building on
the screen as it burned in a fire in October 2006. 

“When we have large fires like this, we need
good equipment,” he said. 

With the council’s approval Monday, the new
truck is scheduled to be delivered to the city by
Oct. 2. 

“They all told some kind of a story
about Lewis and Clark and Private
Shannon,” he said. “Needless to say, I
was hooked after that.”

Kloke often places his own caches
in historical places throughout the
state, like the Naval Ammunition
Depot east of Hastings. He likes to
include background information on
the cache pages that geocachers read
and sometimes more inside the cache
box itself. Both hiding and seeking
caches has deepened his understand-

ing of Nebraska.
“I’ve seen a lot of things in

Nebraska that most people don’t
know are here,” he said. 

This includes places like Carhenge
and the cabin where John Neihardt,
poet laureate of Nebraska, did much
of his writing.

His interest in history has recently
spilled over into a project at the
Harvard cemetery, where Kloke and
several others are still working to
properly identify the unmarked graves
of 95-100 Civil War veterans. Part of

this began when a researcher contact-
ed Kloke wanting a photograph of the
grave of a man named Ezra Brown.

“I knew I’d heard that name before,
so I looked it up,” Kloke said. “Ezra
Brown was the first person to settle in
the Harvard area, but he doesn’t have
a marker. So, we decided we’re going
to try to work on it.”

With help from a veterans’ Web site
and the Veterans Affairs officer that
serves Clay County, along with
Catherine Renschler of the Adams
County Historical Society, Kloke and

the others have learned more about
these veterans who came to Harvard. 

Many moved west just wanting to
get away after the war, he said.
Veterans could take the number of
years they had served in the military
off of their homesteading require-
ment, he added, so they had a good
start on getting their own land.

The Harvard men continue to
search out information about two
Confederate soldiers buried there.
Confederate soldiers often burned
their records after the war, for fear of

retaliation, Kloke said.
Kloke says he is by no means an

expert on history, just enjoys learning
it. He likes to read the tombstones in
cemeteries and notice what he can,
like the rash of child deaths in
Harvard during the late 1800s and
early 1900s. One brass plaque on the
back of a Harvard tombstone tells the
story of that person’s death and what
it took to bury them properly, he said.

“If you just go around and read them
markers, it’s amazing some of the
things you can read on them,” he said.

Faces: Geocatching sparks interest in history for Harvard man

Prairie Loft: Agriculture workshop highlights new bee hives

AC: Land misplaced under agreement Council: Purchase of truck approved

Sotomayor
denies
remark

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Supreme
Court nominee Sonia
Sotomayor stoutly denied racial
bias this morning at her Senate
confirmation hearing and said
her oft-criticized remark about
her Hispanic heritage affecting
judicial decisions was a rhetori-
cal device gone awry.

An attempted play on words
“fell flat” in a speech in 2001,
Sotomayor told Sen. Jeff
Sessions, R-Ala., referring to
remarks in which she suggested
that a “wise Latina woman”
would usually reach a better
conclusion than a white male.

“It was bad because it left an
impression that I believed that
life experiences commanded a
result in a case, but that’s clear-
ly not what I do as a judge,”
Sotomayor said.

Sessions, the senior
Republican on the Judiciary
Committee, sounded uncon-
vinced.

“As a judge who has taken this
oath, I am very troubled that you
would repeatedly over a decade
or more make statements” like
the one in 2001, he said.

Republicans questioned
Sotomayor closely, sometimes
challenging her answers, on
the second day of hearings.

Continued from page A1

Continued from page A1Continued from page A1

ERIKA SHEA/Tribune

Dan Deffenbaugh leads a workshop on beekeeping Monday evening at Prairie Loft Center.

Continued from page A1
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